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Abstract
 Silicon Valley is the source of practically all major technological innovations and trends that have been commercialized in the last four decades. Be it semiconductors, computers, software, networking, Internet, mobile phones, cloud computing … the list goes on - a Silicon Valley connection is not too difficult to find. What is it that makes the valley invent, re-invent and relentlessly monetize? Why is it that most ideas become commercial realities here before being globalized? Most agree that the secret sauce is somewhere in the startup environment, culture, tradition and process. In this unique presentation the speaker will deconstruct various aspects of the startup factory – from an entrepreneur getting to 'yes', going through frameworks for analyzing business ideas, building teams, writing sales, marketing and financial plan, understanding the mind of investors, pitching for funding and launching a business. The primary objective is to share knowledge but a deeper interest is to encourage and inspire the creation of new startups by new entrepreneurs.
About the speaker: 
As PayActiv’s founding CEO he is inspired every day by the transformative impact that PayActiv can bring to the lives of millions of people living paycheck to paycheck. An engineer by training, payments expert by experience and entrepreneur by accident, Safwan’s last job was at TSYS after the acquisition of Infonox, a payments company he founded and bootstrapped. His previous stints include being a rocket scientist at a NASA Center where a number of his experiments were part of the space program. Besides science and entrepreneurship, Safwan has also taught at Haas School of Business, UC Berkeley and Baskin School of Engineering at UC Santa Cruz. Safwan is a graduate of the distinguished Stanford Executive Program (SEP’09) and has an MS/PhD from UC Boulder.
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